Expression of hydra head activator in newt tissues and effects on limb regeneration.
In this study, the presence of the hydra head activator (HHA) neuropeptide and its influence on regenerating newt limbs (Notophthalmus viridescens) was investigated. Immunohistological analysis has localized the HHA neuropeptide in the adult newt brain, eye, intestine, and regenerating blastema. Experiments in which 9 day limb regenerates were denervated and subsequently implanted with HHA-soaked beads suggest a slight progression of blastema growth compared to denervated controls.